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With its bitter-sweet memories and happy or sad 
events, we left another year behind. Wishing you the best 
of everything in this New Year, we say Merhaba... 


This year too, we will continue broadcasting in fifteen 
languages. Along with such programmes as the Dx-corner, 
the Letterbox and Culture and Art, wich received acclaim 
from you, new programmes we think will appeal to you 
will be on the air in 1985. Topicality, objectiveness and 
accuracy in the news bulletins will continue to be what 
we place special emphasis on. In the series entitled «Letter 
form Turkey» you will find the real face of Armenian 
terrorism, the causes which led to the Armenian ques- 
tion, topical events and developments at home and in the 
world, the foreign policy of Atatirk’s and Turkey’s rela- 
tions with international organizations. You will get ac- 
quainted with our country province by province from the 
standpoint of history, tourism and folklore in the feature 
called «Step by step Turkey». Anatolia is layered with 
civilizations and each one of them is worth getting to 
know. While «From Anatolia» will familiarize you with 
their. languages, inscriptions, handicrafts, miniatures, 
Karagoz (the shadow theatre) and the civilizations of 
Anatolia in -general, «Turkish Panorama» will tell you 
of Turkey’s multi-faceted geographical characteristics, 
its festivals, antique regions and give the conditions for 
entering and leaving Turkey and will touch on this 
country’s unknown or less known characteristics and 
traits. And with the music programmes we aim to enter- 
tain you as usual. 


Sending our greetings and love to all of you, we 
would like to remind you of the address your criticism 
suggestions, requests and views are expected at: «Voice of 
Turkey P.O.Box 333, Yenisehir - Ankara - TURKEY 
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TURKISH STAMPS 
1984 


COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 
OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
ON TURKISH CARPETS 


«Carpet Weaving» has played an important role in 
Turkish life since the early ages of history. It forms one 
of the greatest parts of the Turkish Art because of its 
close connection with the manner of Turkish life. 


The art of carpet weaving was born in early ages, in 
the regions of Central Asia Where the Turkish communi- 
ties lived: the concept of art, the richness of motifs designs 
and the colour arrangements have developed considerably 
throughout the centuries. The most precious pieces of 
carpets in the world are now among the collections of 
Turkish museums. 


The motif on the stamp belongs to a Seljukian carpet 
of 13th century. It is a heritage of the Seljuk period and 
found in the Konya Alaaddin Mosque. Its dimensions are 
1.30 x 0.90 m. The light blue hooked diamonds on the 
dark blue background constitute a real ornamentation. 
The red margins bear dark red writings in cufic style. The 
carpet is today on display at the Turkish Islamic Art 
Museum in Istanbul and is the oldest sample of the Ana- 
tolian carpets. 


COMMEMORATIVE STAMP FOR THE 50th 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE RECOGNITION 
OF SUFFRAGE TO TURKISH WOMEN 


On December 5th 1934 Turkish women obtained one 
of the principal rights of citizenship, thanks to the law 
which was initiated by Ataturk. 


During the Turkish War of Independence women 
fought together with men to save the country. As a result 
of which, Atatiirk recognized equal rights for women in 
social and political life, as well. 


It should be noted that the above mentioned rights 
were granted to Turkish women 50 years ago, before 
many other countries had the same rights. 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT... 


..the Turkish State Artist Yildiz Kenter was the re- 
cipient of the «Woman of Intemational Succes» prize 
given by the Adalaide Ristori Culturel Center in Italy? 


..this years cover of the Pocket-Pack, containing 
greeting cards issued by UNICEF every year carries a 
painting by the Turkish artist Giler Hasimoéglu entitled 
«Seagull in the Marmara Sea» ? 


..the Turkish amateur folk dancers have won the 
«Golden Axe» which was the first prize at the Intemna- 
tional Folklore Festival organized in September 1984 in 
Zakobe, Poland? 


Pistachio paste from Antep 


THE ART OF COPPER MAKING 


A rusty-coloured metal easy to process, copper has 
been used since the pre-historic times and this page of our 
bulletin we will devote to copper and copper craftsman- 
ship. 


Copper craftsmanship which flourished in Central 
Asia and Asia Minor passed on to Europe through the 
Islamic raids and the Crusades. 


Eastern Anatolia is an important center of copper 
craftsmanship. Diyarbakir and Tokat, in particular, are 
the two cities which are renowned for this very art. 


The best examples of this art in Anatolia were wit- 
nessed as of the 15th century. What further increased the 
importance of copper is that brass and bronze are obtained 
by alloying zinc and tin with copper. Such items as ewers, 
basins, trays, sugar bowls, bowls, saucepans, chafing-dishes 
coffee-pots, cauldrons, pans, various figures and vases are 
made from copper. 


On account of their proximity to copper ores, Elazig 
and Gaziantep are also the cities where this particular art 
is highly developed. Craftsmen from Erzincan are especi- 
ally prominent in copper crafts. 


This art is learnt by the master-apprentice system. 
And the chief of this art is Ahmet-i Gazanfer. 


Copper can be processed by three techniques. ham- 
mering, casting and stretching. The techniques of ormna- 
mentation are: relief work, engraving and flashing... 


Various motifs of plants and animals, calligraphic and 
geometric designs and sometimes the names of craftsmen 
have always been and are still used as elements of orna- 
mentation in the copper works made in our country. 


Copper craftsmanship 
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TURKISH PANORAMA 


Fethiye - Rock Tombs 


Words will not suffice to describe Fethiye which 
abounds in natural beauties but we shall try our best, to 
acquaint you with this town. Fethiye is located on the 
western most point of the Mediterranean adorned with 
many bays and islands. 


Fethiye, where the sea water is cristal clear has a very 
rich historical past. The fortress built by the Knights of 
Rhodes and the Lycian rock tombs are among the inte- 
resting sights in this town. 


The Manastir Bay and Gécek Bay can be considered 
the most beautiful among hundreds of bays in Fethiye. 
Especially attractive is the Bay of Belcegiz, where there 
are Byzantine ruins on the island of Gemlik and a lagoon 
called Olii Deniz which is the favourite mooring spot for 
yachtsmen and an excellent spot for swimming. 


Fethiye is surrounded by the ruins of 19 cities of the 
antiquity. Fethiye Archeology Museum displaying rem- 
mants of various Mediterranean civilizations abounds in 
material which startles the visitors. On exhibition at the 
Museum are various statues, miniatures, ewers, vases, ins- 
criptions, coins, gold and silver earings, neclaces and other 
omamental objects dating back to the Lycian, Roman, 
Byzantine and Ottoman periods. Tomb stelas, reliefs 
depicting God Kakasbus and circular altars are interesting 
sights. Other interesting items in the Museum include the 
statue of «the girl with the pidgeon» unearthed in Fethi- 
ye, ancient Telmessos, and dating back to the Roman 


period, and an engraved wooden door of a church in the 


Kaya village. 


Many people prefer seeing new places while on vaca- 
tion, to live new experiences and most of us dream to 
be in close contact with nature. 


For those sharing these feelings seeing the bays of 
Fethiye is adventure, it is enthusiasm and it is sharing the 
joy of living’ 


Fethiye - Dead Sea 
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